
Eleven bishops have come from the Diocese of St.

Augustine. The modern-day ones you know:  

Thanh Thai Nguyen, auxiliary bishop of the Diocese

of Orange, Calif., fled Vietnam with his family in 1979.

After his ordination, he came to Jacksonville to serve the

large Vietnamese population. He was pastor of Christ the

King and St. Joseph parishes. 

Robert Baker, bishop of Birmingham, Ala., was

ordained a priest in 1970 by Bishop Paul Tanner. He

served throughout the diocese, including as rector of the

Cathedral Basilica of St. Augustine. In 1999, he was

named bishop of Charleston and, in 2007, was appointed

bishop of Birmingham. The Holy Father accepted his

resignation due to retirement on March 25, 2020.

William Larkin, the late bishop of the Diocese of St.

Petersburg, Fla., was ordained a priest in St. Augustine

in 1947. In 1979, his old seminary roommate, Pope John

Paul II, named him bishop of the Diocese of St.

Petersburg. He died in 2006. 

Bishop William Kenny, Bishop Michael Curley and

Bishop Patrick Barry also were diocesan priests when

they became bishop of the Diocese of St. Augustine.

Curley and Barry were originally from Ireland; Kenny

was from New York. Bishop Curley became archbishop of

Baltimore in 1921, and in 1939, he was named archbishop

of the newly created Archdiocese of Washington.

But there are others you might not know about. 

In the 19th century, two Minorcan cousins – Dominic

Manucy and Anthony Pellicier – descendants of a pioneer

family in St. Augustine were ordained priests and became

bishops. 

Bishop Manucy was named vicar apostolic of the

newly established Vicariate of Brownsville, Texas, in

1875, and in 1884 was appointed Bishop of Mobile. He

died in 1885.

Bishop Pellicier was named bishop in 1874 of the

Diocese of San Antonio, Texas, where he served until he

died in 1880.

In 1910, Bishop Kenny consecrated one of his priests,

Maurice Patrick Foley, who was appointed bishop of

Tuguegarao, Philippines. In 1916, Bishop Foley was

named bishop of Jaro, Philippines, but died three years

later of fever.

John Joseph Fitzpatrick, ordained in the diocese of

Buffalo in 1942, moved to the St. Augustine diocese in

1948. When the Diocese of Miami was established in

1958, he transferred to the new diocese. In 1968 he was

named auxiliary bishop of Miami and in 1971 was

appointed bishop of Brownsville. He died in 2006.

Learn more about the history of the diocese in Faith on a
Mission: A Portrait of the Diocese of St. Augustine         

at 150 years, on sale this summer.
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