
St. Edward Parish in Starke is one of the Diocese

of St. Augustine’s smaller churches, but it produced

one of the 20th century’s leading lights of Catholic

education – Edward A. Pace.

Pace, born July 3, 1861, at the beginning of the

Civil War. He was the eldest of eight children of a

pioneer family. His father was the postmaster and a

merchant and an ardent supporter of the Confederate

Army.

He was the eldest of eight children. The Catholic

community gathered in private homes for Mass that

was celebrated by visiting priests. When Pace was a

teenager, the family moved to Jacksonville, where

they attended Immaculate Conception Parish. 

He graduated from Duval High School and went

to Europe to study. He was known for his scholarship

at the North American College in Rome and debated

before Pope Leo XIII.

After his ordination in 1885, he returned to the

diocese to become rector of the Cathedral of St.

Augustine.

His life as a parish priest was short. In 1888, he

was invited to join the faculty of the new Catholic

University of America in Washington, D.C.

But first he needed a doctorate, so he returned to

Europe. He studied for his doctorate in Germany with

Wilhelm Wundt, a renowned psychologist, and he also

studied biology and psychology at the Universities of

Louvain and Paris. 

When he returned to the university in 1891, he

started the psychology department with an emphasis

on experimental psychology. Later, he became the

founding dean of the department of philosophy.

Pace was one of the editors of the Catholic
Encyclopedia, published in 1914. He also was

involved in the founding of Trinity College in

Washington, D.C.

He was one of the founders of the American

Philosophical Association, the Catholic Philosophical

Association and the first editor of the Catholic
Educational Review and the New Scholasticism.

In 1920, he was awarded the Papal Medal Pro

Ecelesia et pontifice and was elevated to monsignor.

He was remembered for his habit of riding around the

campus on horseback.

Pace retired in 1935 and died in 1938. Monsignor

Edward Pace High School was established in Opa

Locka, Fla.

In 1941, the little mission in Starke was inundated

with military personnel who were assigned to the

military bases in the area during World War II.

Archbishop Joseph P. Hurley elevated the mission to a

parish and christened it St. Edward the Confessor in

honor of Msgr. Edward Pace.
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